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Press Release
Koenig & Bauer MetalControl – Closed loop colour control	
Colour consistency at any time

· Consistent ink densities over the entire sheet run
· Faster achievement of target densities during makeready 
· Simple and automated setup
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MetalControl reduces the colour setup times down to a minimum with 100% colour measurement. The analysing of every sheet during the production guarantees colour consistency during the whole production run. 
Consistency of colour control during production is of upmost importance to ensure that the quality of every printed sheet meets the standards set by the customer. Colour variations or ink densities out of specification can result in complaints and significant financial losses. MetalControl automates this process, allowing the operators to maintain operational excellence.
MetalControl is integrated into the MetalStar 3. A high resolution camera scans every sheet and measures the ink density within the print control strip. This information is continually evaluated and corrects the ink keys automatically. The intelligent colour controller (patented by Koenig & Bauer) responds to any out of tolerance reading to maintain the standard set for each colour. For example, certain special ink mixes are known to have slower reaction to change and MetalControl will automatically compensate for this. The benefit is a 100% closed loop colour control, which guarantees highest colour stability and consistency independent from the operator.
In addition, MetalControl has the ability to support the operator during the setup process. MetalControl is able to achieve the desired target densities fully automatically - without machine stop. This target densities are either imported from the prepress department via LogoTronic or choosen manually at the operator panel. Optionally, MetalControl also offers a semi-automatic process in which the target density is achieved in several steps. This can be particularly useful when reliable target densities are not available.
After each job MetalControl automatically creates a PDF report in which target densities and actual measured densities are shown per printing unit. This report can be either exported to the LogoTronic system or to a network drive at the customer site.
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A high resolution camera scans every sheet and measures the ink density within the print control strip
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About Koenig & Bauer
Koenig & Bauer is the world’s oldest printing press manufacturer with the widest product range in the sector. For over 200 years, the company has been supporting printers by offering innovative technology, custom-fit processes and a wide range of services. The range encompasses printing solutions for banknotes and cardboard, foil, tin and glass packaging, books, displays, labelling, decors, magazines, advertising and newspaper. With sheetfed and web offset and flexo printing, waterless offset, steel engraving, simultaneous and screen printing or digital inkjet printing, Koenig & Bauer is at home and often a leader in almost all printing processes. In 2020, the 5,593 highly qualified employees worldwide generated annual revenue of €1.029bn.
Further information can be found at www.metalprint.koenig-bauer.com
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